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GLAD  TO  MEET  YOU. 


Tills  is  “The  Numismatic  Philistine,”  first  offense,  but  like- 
ly to  be  repeated.  Yon  may  be,  gentle  reader,  one  to  whom  it 
comes  with  a welcome  message,  or  yon  may  be  one  to  whom  it  ar- 
rives as  a distinct  shock. 


In  the  latter  case,  yon  need  sho(‘king. 

The  “N.  P.”  will  never  contain  a line  which  could  offend  a 
consistent  coin  lovei*  whose  guiding  star  is  a genuine  affection 
for  a science  which  can  almost  be  termed  the  “Mother  of  His- 
torv. ” 


Idle  “N.  ]^.”  may  not  come  to  fill  a long  felt  want  but  it  will 
soon  show  that  there  is  a ))lace  all  ready  and  waiting  for  it. 

Xiimismatic  development  is  strenuous  these  days.  Anieri- 
(‘aiis  are  rallying  to  the  delights  of  coin  collecting  as  never  be- 
fore. 


There  is  hunger  for  the  colleidable  and  thirst  for  real 
ledge  about  it. 

Naturally  enough,  birds  of  th(‘  numismatic  feather 
the  classic  routine. 

But  thei'e  is  oiu*  fly  in  the  ointimoit. 

\\  herevei’  there  is  tru(‘  i-eligion  there  is  fake  religion 
ing  round  the  co]-ii(*r. 


know- 

follow 


hang 


Th(‘  ward  ])olitician 


is  ever  on  th(‘  heels  of  the  jiatriot. 
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THE  NUMISMATIC  PHlLlSTiNE 


Wherever  there  is  anything  worth-while,  solid,  creditable, 
honorable,  influential,  popular  and  perhaps  at  the  same  time 
profitable,  there  never  fails  to  gather  a pest  of  profit  pursuers 
with  no  other  qualification  than  that  they  need  the  money  and 
are  near-‘  ‘ savants  ’ ^ posing  in  the  limelight  as  leaders  of  thought 
in  about  the  same  way  that  quack  doctors  don  the  “mortar 
board cap  and  gown  of  the  College  Professor,  or  the  gaudy  rai- 
ment of  the  wild  western  slayer  of  red-skins  to  sell  bread  pills  at 
the  cartes  tail  when  they  never  saw  the  inside  of  an  institution 
of  learning  or  a bad  Indian  in  their  lives. 

We  have  met  a few  i^resumabljV  evil  minded  persons  who 
tell  us  that  the  numismatic  world  of  to-day,  or  at  least  our  Amer- 
ican end  of  it,  is  fairly  infested  with  this  sort  of  thing. 

It  does  not  fool  the  old  timer  or  the  citizen  who  gets  about 
and  is  able  to  compare  one  thing  with  another  and  one  man  with 
another  through  personal  investigation. 


But  it  does  fool  a great  many  good  people  who,  if  their  eyes 
were  oi)ened,  would  be  able  to  extract  a thousand-fold  more 
])leasiire  out  of  Numismatic  science  than  they  do  at  present  and 
who  would  themselves  become  useful  and  valuable  adjuncts  to 
its  ])rogress  instead  of  supinely  watching  for  all  this  “])suedo” 
greatness  to  do  the  tilings  which  it  will  never  do — first,  because 
it  is  not  able,  and,  secondly,  because  it  does  not  know  how. 

A re-action  has  set  in  and  the  (piiet  collectors  of  this  land 
are  beginning  to  seek  information.  They  are  discussing  with 
Mark  '^fwain  — 

“ Tis  better  not  to  know  so  inncli,  than  to  know  so  much  not 


There  is  a wide  and  enthusiastic  demand  for  greater  advan- 
tages for  mnnismatic  stndv  and  recreation. 

hliere  is  a call  for  the  truth  about  and  from  those  who  ])ose 
or  are  jiosed  by  tlahr  friends  as  leadei’s  of  mnnismatic  science. 

Are  they  able  to  malce  tluni'  claims  good  ? 


THE  NUMISMATIC  PHILISTINE 
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From  wliat  degree  of  personal  attainments  are  they  able  to 
teach  the  l)eginners  and  aid  the  Numismatic  students  of  the 

country  ? 

•> 

On  tile  other  hand,  there  is  a great  deal  of  genuinely  eflici- 
ent  though  modest  numismatic  talent  afloat  in  the  country,  and 
this  we  shall  seek  to  develop  by  every  possible  encouragement. 
Sometimes  merit  is  better  advertisc'd  by  a quaint  conceit,  or  a 
merry  jest  than  by  a ton  of  dry  as  dust  exordium.  Therefore, 
it  will  be  noticed  that  we  are  indiscriminate  in  our  extension  of 
oompliments.  Like  the  gentleman  who  did  not  care  particularly 
what  place  he  went  to  when  he  died,  we  have  friends  in  botli 
places. 


‘‘The  Numismatic  Philistine”  has  a mission  to  till  in  dis- 
cussing some  of  these  questions,  in  its  own  way. 

This  life  is  not  all  misery  though. 


There  is  a Immorous  side  to  numismatic  pursuit  which  is  so 
irrepresible  that  it  even  leaks  into  the  staid  solemnity  of  the  se- 
rious minded  numismatic  reviews.  To  such  we  aspire  to  supply 
a welcome  supplement  in  lighter  vein. 

It  seems  to  us  as  if  there  is  enough  to  make  up  an  occasional 
budget  of  pertinent  pabulum  which  will  delight  the  soul  of  recti- 
tude and  incidentally  hand  the  hot-airmatist  an  occasional  tap 
in  the  region  of  the  “solar  plexus”  but  good  naturedly  and  with 
*‘eau  de  cologne ’’-scented  kid  gloves. 


HUDSON-FULTON  NIGHT  AT  THE  N.  Y.  N.  C. 

The  New  York  Numismatic  Club  holds  a special  session  on 
Monday  evening  Sept.  27th  to  give  a chance  to  out-of-town  col- 
lectors  to  foregather  with  their  Gotham  brothers  on  the  evening 
of  Museum  and  Exhibition  day.  Proprietor  Henckel  of  Keen’s 
Chop  House  says  the  steaks  served  the  bunch  will  be  “extra 
rare  and  in  entirely  uncirculated  condition.” 
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THE  NUMISMATIC  PHILLSTINE 


FROM  CELLULOID  TO  18k  GOLD. 


It  is  a.  long  stretch  of  imagination  and  a long  stretch  of  time 
from  Pisanello  the  Florentine  to  “Bim  the  Button-man”,  but 
each  has  in  his  way  done  a great  work  in  the  development  of  a 
medal  lie  ‘ ‘ renaissance.  ’ ’ 

Every  age  recognizes  in  itself  the  material  for  a millenimn 
“not  A^et  but  soon.” 


Most  of  the  things  Nvhich  the  ])assing  generation  have  been 
fiddling  with  for  the  past  sixty  or  seventy  years  are  being  rea- 
lized. We  talk  around  the  Avorld  Avithout  wires,  we  fly,  we  have 
the  North  Pole  and  ^v\\\  soon  have  the  South  Pole,  “ergo”  the 
job  is  pretty  nearly  finished  and  Avhile  Ave  fold  our  tents  and  ]>ass 
into  eternity  by  the  old  familiar  routes  (some  Numismatists  by 
the  “Koad  of  Anthracite”  we  fear)  Ave  imagine  that  the  young 
fellows  Avill  soon  folloAV  us  but  that  it  will  be  Uabriel’s  trunii)et 


for  tlieirs. 


lo  get  back  to  the  late  Mi*.  Bimberger — he  did  a great  work 
in  familiarizing  the  Ameri(*an  idea  Avith  small  discs  of  celluloid 
or  celluloid  coAmred  ])aper  embellished  Avith  |)leasing  designs  and 
trite  mottoes.  The  celluloid  button  had  all  the  fascination  of  a 
medal  except  tliat  it  Avas  ho])elessly  ])erishable  and  through  its 
cheapness  and  many  Auilgar  associations,  failed  to  become  a jier- 
manent  fact  to  Art  with  a hig  A. 


There  is  not  likely  to  be  any  future  “Circle  of  friends  of  the 
Celluloid  Button”,  although  in  the  humble  union  of  camphor 
gum  Avith  the  cotton  rag,  future  collectors  of  relics  concerning 
the  historical  and  political  history  of  these  United  States  during 
the  latter  decade  of  the  nineteenth  and  the  first  of  the  tAA^entieth 
centuries,  may  be  compelled  to  find  their  contemplative  solace. 
Let  it  not  be  held  against  the  shade  of  Mr.  Bimberger  that  he  did 
not  build  his  tributes  to  the  passing  humors  of  his  day  upon  a 
more  permanent  foundation. 
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If  we  were  to  ereet  a ('(‘lluloid  nioniiiiient  to  liini  at  whose 
behest  niauy  tons  of  tliat  iiitiaimnahle  substance  liave  borne 
burning  words  of  encoiirageinent  to  i)assing  political  saviours 
of  this  land,  we  should  inscribe  u])on  it,  “He  gave  the  American 
public  what  it  wanted.”  Mdie  tact  tliat  what  the  American  pub- 
lic re(]uired  was  the  chea])  and  nasty  does  not  enter  into  the  cal- 
culation. 


What  would  Mr.  \'ittorio  Pisani  of  Florence  have  said  if  he 
could  have  seen,  as  we  ourselves  have,  a horde  of  his  impres- 
sionable compatriots  descending  the  gaiig-])lank  of  an  incoming 
ocean  leviathan  adorned  with  the  Madonna  and  other  saintly  ef- 
figies on  celluloid  buttons.  He  would  have  probably  thrown  up 
his  Botticelli-like  hands  and  raised  his  ])re-Ra])haelite  counten- 
ance to  the  skies  uttering  words  like  Mr.  Hammerstein  repri- 
manding a “corps  de  ballet”  of  the  same  racial  extraction. 

Whatever  Messrs.  Hudson,  Fulton  & Co.  accomplished  in 
discovering  and  equipping  a cheap  excursion  route  to  the  Capi- 
tal of  the  Empire  State,  that  historical  stunt  was  as  nothing  to 
the  rescue  of  Numismatic  art  from  the  thrall dom  of  the  cellu- 
loid button,  now  being  achieved  in  their  name. 


We  are  back  in  an  age  in  which  Mr.  Pisani  would  have  been 
thoroughly  at  home,  because  just  as  he  found  the  Florentines, 
the  section  of  the  American  public  whi(‘h  brings  an  appreciation 
of  true  connoisseurship  to  the  a])])reciation  of  medallic  excel- 
lence is  woeful Iv  small. 

< 

We  have,  however,  revived  the  medal  as  an  expression  of 
popular  enthusiasm,  tliougdi  we  are  still  in  a transition  period, 
as  evinced  by  the  medal  suspended  from  the  celluloid  button. 
Man  became  “genus  homo”  by  losing  his  caudal  appendage.  We 
hope  that  the  present  celebration  monstrosity  may  become  truly 
medallic  by  losing  its  celluloid  button. 
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Tm]  NlTMLSMATK^  PHIL  [STINK 


I hose  reflective  Americans  wh.o  gatlier  and  jilace  side  by 
side  tlie  numismatic  achievemeiAs  of  1909,  dedi(‘atino-  a com- 
partment in  their  cabinets  to  a confrontation  of  the  ‘^niclvel”  and 
‘Alime”  atrocities  which  liave  been  perpetrated  durin^^-  its 
course,  witli  the  splendid  and  Jastiiio-  memorials  of  Roine,  Bren- 
ner and  Flanagan,  to  Lincoln,  Hudson  and  Fulton,  will  ’be  en- 

in  years  to  come,  an  object  lesson  illus- 
trating a ‘H-enaissance”  in  the  medal  lie  art  of  a nation  as  eiiocli 


making  as  that  inaugurated  four  hundred  years  ago  by  Pisano 
the  h lorentine.  Ot  course  we  are  not  speaking  for  the  whole 
world.  France,  Italy,  Austria  and  Germany  have  led  the  way, 
but  as  Americans  our  greatest  concern  is  with  our  own  country 
and  our  greatest  interest,  not  in  the  rare  productions  of  foreign 
Artists  sometimes  subscribed  to  bv  a restricted  ‘‘coterie”  of 


American  art  lovers,  but  in  the  wide-spread  propagation  of  such 
high  class  and  artistic  medallic  mementos  of  great  events  as 
shall  convert  the  American  masses  from  a standard  of  Art  rep- 


resented in  apogee  by  the  circus  poster  and  th<i  celluloid  button 
to  one  which  flocks  as  do  the  European  masses,  whom  our  des- 
picables  affect  to  despise,  to  the  painting,  the  sculpture  and  the 
medallic  “chef  d’  venure”  of  the  master. 


American  collectors  of  “poor  and  holed”  coins  who  are 
thriving  under  fostering  championship,  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  kinds,  sizes,  and  varieties  of  holes  will  soon  be  added  to  the 
numismatic  curriculum.  The  collector  whose  coins  are  only  full 
of  nail  holes  will  be  caused  to  grow  green  with  envy  at  the  exhi- 
bition of  others  which  have  been  bitten  through  by  prominent 
persons  in  paroxysms  of  painful  pertubation.  “The  poorest  we 
remember  ever  having  passed  through  our  hands,”  “The  big- 
gest hole  we  remember  having  seen”  and  “Slightly  bent,  other- 
wise extra  poor”  are  expected  to  become  stock  catalogue  phras- 
es. 


TIIK  Xr.MISMATK^  PHTUSTINK 
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DOING  THINGS  WORTH  WHILE. 


Far  away  from  the  beaten  track  of  the  ]>roxy  chaser  are  a 
few  American  numismatists  who  are  doing  real  work,  which  will 
live  and  go  down  in  numismatic  history.  Not  the  earliest  work 
on  the  subject  of  coins  ever  printed,  as  one  would  imagine  from 
its  title,  but  the  very  latest  and  most  np-to-date  treatise  on  the 
subject  of  United  States  ])rivate  and  ten'itorial  gold  coins,  is 
Adams’  Official  Preminm  List,  which  has  just  been  issued  from 
the  Willett  Press,  New  York  City,  'inhere  is  no  use  talking,  the 
Adamses  have  always  held  the  center  of  the.  stage  since  the  world 
began,  and  Edgar  H.  is  no  excc])tion  to  the  old  original.  His 
book  is  an  absolute  vade  mecuni  of  a class  of  coins  which  has 
taken  the  first  I'ank  with  the  American  collector,  eclipsing  even 
the  oiK'e  vaunted  1804  dollar  and  the  nickel  without  “cents”  in 
the  esteem  of  the  multitude.  It  deals,  however,  only  in  thase 
bare  facts  which  the  hunter  for  rarities  re(|uires  for  constant 
reference,  but  it  is  a s])lendid  augury  of  tlie  treat  to  follow  when 
Mr.  Adams  gives  to  the  world  his  s])lendid  volume  now  in  course 
of  ])re])aration  dealing  with  the  interc'sting  collateral  facts  con- 
cerning the  ])Toduction  of  every  ]>rivate  gold  (*oin  therein  enum- 
erated, and  of  the  almor-t  forgotten  ]>roducers  thereof. 


Tiffany  & ('o.  have  produced  a very  handsome  Hudson-Ful- 
ton  memorial  medal  which  is  to  be  awarded  by  the  New  York 
American  together  with  cash  prizes  to  many  school  boys  and 
school  girls  who  compose  creditable  essays  on  the  great  scien- 
tists it  honors. 

The  obverse  shows  a descent  moon  with  the  “Half  Moon” 
within  and  the  “Clermont”  below.  Legend:  HVDSON— FVL- 
TON  CEILEBKATION,  1609,  1807,  1909.  On  the  reverse  is  a 
suitable  inscription  and  a space  for  the  recipient’s  name. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  lavished  upon  any  enterprise 
which  serves  to  inspire  the  beneficiary  with  a proper  pride  in 
unsullied  race  and  individual  achievement.  Above  a thousand 
of  these  medals  are  to  be  circulated  in  silver  and  one  in  gold  to 
the  most  successful  essayist. 


The  “Philistine’s”  Official  Photograph  of  the  Montreal  Convention. 

A {Study  in  Numismatic  Expressions. 
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THF.  NUMISMATIC  PHILISTINE 


ECHOES  FROM  THE  CONVENTION. 

Tlie  ( Convention  mnnl)er  of  “Melil’s”  lias  ])roved  tlie  liter- 
ary hit  of  that  famous  fnnetion.  Seeretary  Prank  (J.  Dnftield 
seems  to  have  develoi)ed  a lmi>’e  vein  of  latent  humor  and  wliile 
the  “ Alonette”  sketehes  are  sneh  a long-  way  after  Rai)hael  tliat 
“ Haph”  will  never  probably  he  able  to  enjoy  them.  They  create 
a little  harmless  amnsement  and  benefit  by  way  of  aiding  diges- 
tion. 


“AVe,  also,  are  in  favor  of  free  discussion  by  readers  through 
the  columns  of  the  “ Philistine”  of  matters  'i)ertaining  to  the  or- 
ganization of  nnniismati('  societies  and  inter-communication  be- 
tAveen  its  live  but  geographic-ally  severed  members.” 


The  (Convention  “Numismatist”  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Editor’s  friends.  (AVe  haven’t  received  ours  at  ])resent  Avriting 
so  Ave  had  to  borrow  the  Astor  Library  copy  donated  by  Mrs. 
Taft).  Our  ever  sapient  contemporary  remarks  that  there  were 
‘HChai-a('teristics  in  the  politi('al  commotion  wliich  were  neither 
wholesome  or  invited.”  Does  onr  brother  Ed.  allude  to  that  car- 
pet-bag full  of  dodgers  he  (airried  to  Alontreal  setting  forth  the 
tnr])itudes  of  liis  ]K)liti(*al  o])])onents?  As  to  that  ‘‘decisiAm  re- 
sult” Ave  are  glad  Afehl  gaA^e  the  figures  tabulating  the  extent  to 
Avhich  three  oflicei-s  ran  the  A.  N.  iV.  and  the  size  of  the  figure 
CA'erybody  else  (‘ut.  AVasn’t  it  aAvful  that  the  “decisiA^e  results” 
and  the  Avay  it  Avas  acH'oi  '])lished  Avas  giAX^n  aAvay  in  adAumce  so 
that  there  are  to  be  no  (’.  rnegie  medals  for  the  decisiAm  result- 
ers.. 


ELDER’S  BIG  SALE  OF  OCTOBER  EIGHTH. 

AVill  include  tAvo  $50  gold  pieces,  .‘>00  lots  of  gold,  some  rare 
patterns,  1500  ancient  coins,  pai>er  money,  foreign  co])per  and 
silA^er,  something  foi-  (*verybody.  (Come.  (’ommences  at  1:50  P. 
M. — 9()0  Ijots.  Nnmismatic  (c|ub  mecding  same  ('Amning. 
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^rill^]  XUMrSMxVTIC  piiilisoine 


J lie  anxiety  of  the  J^KHP.  DIP.  oi  tlie  X.  A.  to  discount 
every  one  of  the  few  participations  of  Mr.  Higgins  in  the  Mon- 
treal Ponvention  AYliich  lie  could  not  avoid  publishing  with  a ser- 
mon of  his  own  is  illusti'ated  at  the  foot  of  page  208.  The  ‘‘ac- 
tion” of  the  Convention  was  a complete  indorsement  of  the  re- 
port of  T^Iessrs.  McLachlan  and  Higgins,  but  you  must  take  the 
President’s  word  for  their  being  all  wrong. 


The  ‘ ‘ XTimismatist’s”  feelile  effort  to  cover  wp  the  Montreal 
discoinhture  does  not  deceive  any  member  of  the  A.  X".  A.  now- 
adays. Somebody  had  to  take  tlie  mud  bath  to  go  through  the 
ditch  dug  around  the  official  citadel  and  chase  the  occupants  out 
into  the  light  of  day,  where  their  methods  stand  apparent  so  that 
he  Avho  runs  may  read.  Three  hundred  and  seventy-five  proxies 
in  the  hands  of  four  persons,  of  whom  three  officers  in  control 
of  the  official  bulletin  and  jilaying  into  each  other’s  hands, 
against  seventy-one  jiroxies  divided  u])  among  the  other  four- 
teen voters  at  the  Ponvention.  Doesn’t  that  tell  the  tale?  Mr. 
Higgins  had  the  courage  to  go  to  the  front  with  his  battery  of 
facts,  and  that  he  is  still  a member  of  the  Assoc'iaf ion  and  Chair- 
man of  one  of  the  committees  a])])ointed  to  ])urify  its  adminis- 
tration speaks  for  itself  and  shows  how  near  Mr.  Z.  hit  the  mark 
in  his  xHigust  s])asm. 


The  “Philistine”  will  be  delivered  to  suliscribers  who  are 
mentioned  just  as  jiromptly  as  to  its  oi'dinary  patrons.  AVe  Avaut 
to  see  some  of  our  contemporai*ies  follow  suit. 


TUP  POIXP  JHTDSOX  MEDAL 
SUED  IX  SHA'EK.  SIZE  OF  A DOLLAK. 


JUST  BE  EX  18- 
PKICE  $2.25. 
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TJIE  XU:\ITS^1ATI(^  PJULISTINE 


COLLECTORS  WILL  NOW  WANT  TO  BE  METHUSALEHS. 

Mv.  Isaac  \ \.  Motes,  had  no  motes  in  his  eyesac  when  he  Jaid 
down  the  laws  of  prohtahle  coin  ('ollecting  in  tlie  dnly  nmnl)er 
of  the  ‘‘Book-keeper  Mai»'azine.”  ITis  descri])tion  of  hoAV  any 
yonng'  man  under  70  may  let  »)ohn  1).  Rockefeller  <*hase  him  from 
Maine  to  Texas  and  never  catc'h  him  in  the  ra(‘e  for  wealth  Avill 
a])peal  to  the  numismatic  fraternity.  Mr.  ]\Iotes  lias  not  yet  l)een 
heard  of  on  the  market  as  floating  a “Standard  (Min  (Mmpany.’’ 
tliough,  he  says: — 


“(V)ini)aratively  feAv  young  ])eople  realize  tliat  money  is 
made  by  saving  old  coins,  and  that  there  is  a possibility  of  mak- 
ing a fortune  at  it.  There  are  old  men  in  needy  circumstances 
to-day  who,  if  they  had  begun  saving  old  coins  when  they  were 
boys,  would  now  be  I'ich.  Fifty  years  hence  the  coins  in  circu- 
lation to-day  will  have  a value  above  their  intrinsic  worth.  Some 
have  it  now.  Some  may  not  be  worth  more  than  a few  cents 
premium,  while  others  will  be  worth  ten,  twenty,  forty  or  a 
thousand  times  their  face  value. 

“Any  coin  made  during  the  70 ’s,  00 ’s,  bO’s,  oi‘  earlier,  is 
worth  saving,  and  as  time  goes  on  will  be  Avorth  a little  more 
each  year.  But  it  is  Avell  to  remember  that  (*oins  are  Auiluable 
not  ouIa^  on  account  of  their  age,  but  also  on  account  of  their 
scarcity.  Therefore,  (-oins  that  are  no  longer  made  l)y  the  gov- 
ermnent  are  more  valuable  than  coins  of  the  same  age  that  are 
still  being  ])roduced. 

“A  little  moneA’  saAu*d  and  im^ested  in  old  coins  1)a^  the 

• • 

young  Avage-earner  every  month  Avould  l)e  a better  investment 
than*])utting  it  into  a bank  at  4 ])er  cent,  interest — even  better 
than  ])utting  it  into  real  estate,  stocks  or  bonds.  The  young 

merchant  can  easih'  saAm  eAuuw  old  coin  that  comes  to  him  in  the 

• • 

ordinary  (‘ourse  of  business.  He  Avill  not  miss  the  money  he  ties 
up,  and  in  time  he  Avill  have  a collection  that  Avill  be  valuable. 
Perha})s  not  in  his  lifetime  Avill  it  assume  the  proportions  of  a 
fortune,  but  certainly  it  will  in  the  life  of  his  children  or  grand- 
children. 
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writer  can  refer  to  a young  stenograi)lier  working  at 
$75  per  month  who  lias  for  years  been  imtting-  all  liis  surplus 
money  into  old  ('oins,  and  who  has  got  together  (jiiite  a good  siz- 
ed sacdv  ot  them.  lie  has  several  friends  who  collect  for  him. 
Mhen  this  young  man  receives  his  check  at  the  end  of  the  month 
he  takes  it  to  the  bank  and  gets  the  })roceeds  in  silver,  and  when 
he  reaches  home  he  sorts  out  all  coins  made  prior  to  1889  and 
places  them  with  his  collection.  Then  he  exchanges  the  newest 
coins  at  noon  the  next  day  for  currency  at  some  bank.  He  then 
goes  to  another  bank  and  obtains  silver  for  his  currency.  At 
night  he  goes  through  the  same  routine  of  sorting  out  the  old 
coins  from  the  new,  and  so  on  until  he  has  s]>ent  all  his  newer 
money  ex(-ept  enough  to  meet  his  ex])euses  to  next  pay  day. 
These  old  coins  have  but  little  ])remium  value  now,  but  by  the 
time  this  collection  is  seventy  or  seventy-five  years  old  he  will 
possess  a fortune. 

‘‘Then  there’s  a fascination  about  coin  collecting— and  the 
fascination  grows,  if  one  follows  it  u])  for  two  or  three  years  he 
will  hardly  stop. 


“ If  he  is  ever  financially  embarrassed  because  so  much  mon- 
ey is  invested  in  old  coins,  he  can  doubtless  ari’ange  with  his 
bard\cr  to  deposit  his  sack  of  (‘oins  and  I'cceive  other  money  tor 
them,  with  the  understanding  that  the  sack  is  not  to  be  opened, 
an  e(lui^udent  amount  of  new  money  being  deposited  later  to  re- 
deem the  i)re(‘ious  collection.  As  the  ('ollection  be(‘onies  more 
and  more  valual)le  one  would  ])robably  be  justihed  in  renting  a 
safetv  deposit  bo.x  iu  some  good  bank  and  kee])ing  the  money 
there.  Tlien,  after  be  lias  a(‘('umulated  a large  collection  ol  coins 
lifty,  sixty  and  seventy  years,  he  might  want  to  rent  a small  store 
or  office  in  soTue  citv  or  large  town  and  set  himself  up  as  a dealer 
in  old  coins.  ’ ’ 
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BETWEEN  OURSELVES. 


E)10  has  every  prospect  of  being’  the  biggest  year  the  Amer- 
ican Xnmisniatic  i\ssociation  lias  ever  had. 


Witli  freedom  from  the  proxy  gag,  a sensible  C,^onsti- 
tntion,  In(*or])oration,  a (invention  entertained  by  New  York 
City,  tlie  i)rospeet  of  libei’ation  from  private  control  and  lots  of 
other  reforms  together  with  enough  ])i’ogressive  element  on  its 
incoming  board  of  officers  to  nnllify  every  attempt  at  obstruc- 
tion, the  next  gathering  onglit  to  be  able  to  assume  the  import- 
au(‘e  of  a jnbilee. 


Our  only  figy))tologist.  Prof.  Edwai’d  T.  Newell,  one  of 
those  rare  savants  able  to  write  jV.  M.  after  his  name,  and  who 
really  IS,  was  wafted  into  New  York  the  other  day  on  a simoon 
from  the  Sahara,  his  ])ock(ds  bulging  with  rare  coins  from  the 
deepest  recesses  of  the  biggest  ])yramids.  Prof.  Newell  s})ends 
so  mu(‘h  time  in  Egy])t  nowadays  that  he  would  almost  have  to 
be  acclimatized  to  New  York  over  again  were  it  not  for  the  ge- 
nial warmth  of  the  atmos])h.ere  in  American  numismatic  circles. 


The  wailing  ])lace  of  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem  is  a ])erennial 
scene  of  gayety  compared  to  the  gloom  that  overs])read  eastern 
commercial  niunismatic  circles  when  \Jrgil  M.  Brand  (piietly 
sli])ped  over  to  Boston  in  those  noiseless  gaiters  of  his  and  gob- 
bled u])  the  Dr.  ^fhomas  Hall  collection  before  the  numismatic 
^‘au('to])Us”  had  a chance  to  get  hold  of  it. 


Open  house  at  the  magnihcent  heachiuai’ters  of  the  Aineii- 
can  Nnmism.atic  S’ochety  in  Audubon  Park,  during  Hudson-Eul- 
ton  week.  \"isiting  colle(‘toi’s  must  not  miss  at  least  “one  trip” 
to  the  ])rid(‘  of  Numisniati('  .Yneric'a.  A monument  of  patient, 
loyal,  faithful  work  on  the  ])art  of  ('om))aratively  few  fervent  en- 
thusiasts ami  ))rincely  munih('ence  on  the  ]>art  of  still  fewer  do- 
nors of  rare  numismatic'  treasures  and  valuahle  ])ro]>erty. 
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The  ‘M>oy”,  jiublislied  at  rolimil)iis,  Oliio,  thus  and  rightly 
coiulenins  the  seurrilous  supplement  of  the  August  “Xuniismat- 
ist”  as  “disgraceful  printed  matter  attacking  'certain  parties,’ 


spread  hroadcaist  to  memt)ei's  of  the  A.  X.  A.  iu  an  effort  to  elect 
certain  orii(‘ers,  and  judging  by  the  news  that  Dr.  Henderson  was 
elected  we  should  judge  that  the  plans  of  ‘these  ])ai‘ties’  have 
been  defeated.” 


Xo,  dear  “P)Oy”,  their  plans  wei'e  not  defeated,  \n  spite  of 
the  elec'tion  of  Dr.  Ilendei-son,  who  is  a pretty  good  fellow  any- 
how. The  “parties”  in  (piestion  did  not  do  a thing  Imt  scatter 
the  disseminators  of  the  literature  in  (luestion  to  the  four  winds 
and  secure  tlie  election  of  a nice  cabinet  around  Dr.  Henderson, 
which  will  take  good  care  of  the  A.  X.  A.  for  some  time  to  come. 


The  modesty  of  the  editor  of  this  simple  manual  of  practi- 
cal numismatic  ethics  is  too  proverbial  to  admit  of  his  casting 
boiujuets  l)efore  the  “Varieties  of  United  States  Cents  of  179G”, 
in  which  he  has  (*ollaborated  with  AJr.  Gilbert.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  arrangement  of  the  series  is  the  most  complete  so  far 
issued  and  that  being  at  liberty  to  ]>raise  the  printer  he  unhes- 
itatingly avers  that  the  bro(*hure,  which  is  in  royal  quarto,  is  a 
tyi)ogra])hical  work  of  art  on  rough  hand-made  ])a])er  of  the 
highest  (|uality  and  worthy  of  a place  in  any  library.  Both 
paper  and  cloth  bindings. 


The  “Xumismatic  Philistine”  will  cost  lifty  bright  new  V. 
D.  B.  ])eniiies  ]>er  twelvemonth.  The  copy  you  receive  this 
month  may  be  free  but  we  do  not  ])ush  the  “fi’eedom  of  the 
press’  beyond  this  limit,  ddiere  will  be  ])ositively  no  free  circu- 
lation and  we  have  no  back  nurnbei’s  to  throw  in  with  a fifteen 
cent  subscription  from  now  till  ,Jan.  1. 


THK  NUMISMA^FK'  PHILISTINE 


15 


A leading’  J^oiig  Island  eollector  has  hit  upon  a novel  way  of 
dis})laying  his  eollection  of  crowns.  He  has  had  them  made  into 
a liandsome  belt  for  the  missus. 


The  organization  of  the  new  Cook  & Peary  land  territorial 
Numismatic  Society  has  been  delayed  until  next  January  as  it  is 
only  in  the  dead  of  winter  that  the  ice-chunk  money  of  the  polar 
Esquimaux  can  be  depended  upon  not  to  melt  while  under  dis- 


cussion. 


At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Darktown  Numismatic  Club, 
Brother  Eprahim  Johnsing  attempted  to  exhibit  a specimen  of 
Chinese  razor  money.  He  had  scarcely  gotten  it  out  of  his  pock- 
et when  he  was  fallen  upon  and  severely  lacerated  by  his  fellow 
collectors.  When  order  was  restored,  it  was  voted  that  warning 
was  to  be  given  in  future  when  coins  of  unusual  shape  were  to  be 
shown.  A Malay  copper  produced  by  member  Rastus  Willyuras 
was  greatly  admired  on  account  of  the  exceptionally  fine  preser- 
vation of  the  chicken  on  it. 


The  October  ‘‘Philistine”  will  be  even  worse  than  this  issue, 
a large  statf  of  trained  “alouettes”  and  gifted  artists  being  now 
at  work  on  the  features  which  will  be  Personal,  Political,  Num- 
ismatic, Heraldic,  Philologic,  Paleographic,  Iconoclastic  and  oth- 
er things  not  unconnected  with  the  pursuit  of  the  peripatetic 
pocket-piece,  served  with  paprika. 
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NUMISMATIC  SIMIANS. 

The  Colimibiis,  Ohio,  “Bov”  says:  “In  Siam  monkevs  are 
employed  by  the  leading  merchants  to  detect  bad  coins,  accord- 
ing to  a correspondent.  The  merchants  have  monkeys  which 
possess  a remarkable  faculty  for  judging  good  and  counterfeit 
coins  by  tasting  them.  The  ape  sits  beside  the  merchant  and  re- 
ceives the  coin  after  it  has  passed  through  the  man’s  hands.  Af- 
ter putting  it  in  its  mouth  the  animal  will  drop  the  coin,  if  it  is 
a good  one,  into  a cash  box  near  by,  but  if  it  is  a counterfeit  it 
will  make  a remarkable  clatter  and  give  it  back  to  its  master. 
Siam  has  a vast  amount  of  spurious  coin,  I was  informed,  and 
the  monkeys  in  this  way  perform  a very  useful  commercial  ser- 


vice. 


Well  now — in  the  United  States  we  have — but  no  somebody 
will  get  up  and  say  we  are  satirical  and  we  can’t  stand  for  that. 
The  “Philistine”  is  a dead  serious  proposition. 


Noticed  as  a special  ottering  among  a choice  lot  of  women  s 
imported  glace  gloves  at  59c,  “lace  curtains  and 
ty  cents  on  the  dollar  at  Macy’s  department  stoie.  e hrs^ 

showing  in  Manhattan  of  the  Official  Hudson-Fulton  Medals. 
This  “Only  Authorized  Souvenir  and  Official  Medal’  is  safely 
protected  against  infringement  by  the  Commission.  T is  on  y 
medal  was  pretty  well  protected  from  infringement  by 
ist  before  the  Commission  and  the  dry  goods  store  undei  oo  ^ 

its’  defense. 


If  you  want  fun  as  well  as  high-browed  erudition  from  your 
bobby,  consult  your  postmaster  for  the  latest  market  quotation 
on  U.  S.  Fifty-Cent  Money  Orders. 
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Sig-iior  Coiigainio  J.  Skiiiopoulo  of  Athens  has  been  in  New 
York  recently  with  a (‘hoi('(‘  line  of  the  rare  aiUMent  coinage  of 
Phonia,  Eakia,  Snidia,  and  other  (Jreek  islands,  ddie  frequent 
interchange  of  obverses  and  reverses  shows  a remarkable  amity 
to  have  existed  between  these  hxadities  at  the  time  the  ])ieces 
were  minted. 


A new  ])on(|net  son  has  been  dis(‘overed.  It  has  a clove  and 
a sprig  ot  cinnamon  jnst  Ijetween  the  fourth  ear  of  wlieat  and 
the  ninth  rose  leaf.  A sixteen  volume  monograph  is  in  ])re[)ara- 
tion  con(‘ernii)i>‘  it. 


THE  PHILISTINE’S  GALLERY  OF  MEDALLIC  ART. 


Ihis  is  the  onL  attempt  Howland  Wood  ever  made  to  com- 
pete with  \hctor  H.  Brenner.  The  subject  is  an  official  seal  for 
the  New  York  Nnmismatic  Clnb.  Ho  yon  wonder  V.  I).  B.  o-ot 
the  contract  for  the  cent  away  from  Howland?  ^ 
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APPRECIATION  OF  NUMISMATIC  ART. 


1 liere  are  several  kinds  ot  art  patrons,  one  in  particular,  so 
aj)preciative  of  gold-sonvenir  tokens  that  lie  flew  to  the  Treas- 
ury ])e]iartnient  as  soon  as  he  heard  that  there  was  to  Vie  REAL 
GOLD  used  in  the  IIudson-Enlton  tokens,  and  informed  Chief 
M ilkie  that  Uncle  SanUs  gold  dollars  were  about  to  be  “satir- 
ed,”  with  the  result  that  Captain  ‘‘Bill”  Flynn,  of  the  New  York 
section,  had  the  time  of  his  life  in  looking  n)i  numismatic  pre- 
cedents and  abstrnsive-  legal  points  before  he  decided  that  the 
little  souvenir  tokens  were  good  medicine.  After  all,  the  U.  S. 
secret  service  is  only  concerned  in  the  ]iursuit  of  counterfeiters 
and  things  numismatic  which  as  Little  Buttercup  sang,  “are  sel- 
dom what  they  seem.”  Yesterday  pursued  by  the  police,  to-day 
exhibited  in  the  galleries  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art, 
and  in  the  cabinet  of  the  United  States  Mint,  “sic  transit  gloria 
mundi.” 


THE  BIRD  OF  WISDOM  ON  OUR  STAFF. 

Perusers  of  the  “Philistine”  will  be  delighted  with  the  fine 
array  of  genuine  Athenian  owls,  who  have  been  engaged  to  do 
stunts  on  our  pages  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers.  Our  arrange- 
ments have  been  ])erfected  to  have  a continual  owl  service  by 
owl  train  between  our  office  and  the  owld  country,  so  that  there 
need  be  no  fear  of  a relaxation  of  interest  as  issue  succeeds  is- 
sue. We  will  also  be  glad  to  receive  notice  from  any  appreci- 
ative subscriber  of  any  stray  owls  he  may  observe  flying  among 
the  numismatic  tree-tops,  as  they  are  probably  ours,  and  we  shall 
want  to  capture  them  and  place  them  in  our  unrivalled  collection. 


AN  ECHO  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 

An  interesting  cutting  from  the  Lomdon  “ Punk” -of  Octo- 
l)er  29th,  1780,  i)reserved  in  an  old  scrap  book  belonging  to  one 
of  our  subscribers,  reads  as  follows: 

“We  greatly  deplore  the  effect  of  the  recent  political  commotion  in  the 
Colonies  as  having  led  to  the  resignation  of  General  B.  Arnold  from  the 
American  Army.  General  Arnold  was  widely  celebrated  as  one  of  the  clev- 
erest and  most  assidious  officers  the  Americans  ever  possessed  by  having 
conscientious  scruples  against  some  of  the  high  handed  methods  of  General 
Washington.  He  has  had  the  nobility  of  character  to  accept  a better  offer 
made  by  His  Majesty.  We  hope  to  hear  further  encouraging  reports  of  Gen- 
eral Arnold’s  military  prowess.” 
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MY  NOVEMBER  AUCTION  SALE 

WILL  BE  HELD  ON  FRIDAY,  THE  12th  INSTANT. 


Important  Offerings  In  This  Sale. 

Rare  and  Very  Choice  Persian,  Greek  and  Roman  Gold  coins 
of  Darius,  of  Persia,  Philip  II,  Alexander  III,  Julius  Caesar,  Au- 
gustus, Antoninus;  some  very  rare  U.  S.  Pattern  pieces  in  dol- 
lar, and  Nickel  sizes;  Private  Gold,  English  Gold,  and  a large  lot 
of  Coins  and  Paper  Money  of  various  countries. 

Catalogues  Free  to  prospective  bidders. 


THOS.  L.  ELDER,  32  East  23rd  Street,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Just  from  the  Press. 

ADAMS’  OFFICIAL  PREMIUM  LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES, 
PRIVATE,  TERRITORIAL  AND  PATTERN  GOLD  COINS. 

By  EDGAR  H.  ADAMS. 


Coiitiiining'  the  auction  prices  of  all  IT.  S.  regular,  pattern,  and  private  gold 
pieces,  together  nitli  uivich  new  information  regarding  the  private  mints 
that  is  represented  to  the  numismatic  i-eader  for  the  first  time. 

Numerous  illustrations.  Many  rare  gold  coins  reproduced  for  tlie  first  time. 
Chief  among  these  are  the  five  dollar  and  two  varieties  of  ten  dollar 
pieces  of  Templeton  Reid  of  Georgia;  the  two-and-a-half  and  five  dollar 
pieces  of  John  Parsons  & Co.  of  Colorado,  and  the  extremely  rai’e  two- 
and-a-half,  five  and  ten  dollar  pieces  of  J.  J.  Conway  & Co.  of  Colorado. 


SEVENTY  PAGES  OF  READING  MATTER. 
EACH  (T)PV  INTERLEAVED.  PO(  KET  SIZE. 


Black  cloth,  $2.00.  Red  leather,  $2.50. 


A ready  reference*  for  all  United  States  gold  coin  values.  A l)ook  that  every 
collector,  dealei-,  oi*  any  one  interested  in  the  value  of  gold  coins  will 
find  extremely  usefid. 


For  Sale  by 


THOMAS  L.  ELDER,  32  East  Twenty-third  St.,  NEW  YORK. 
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Do  You  Collect 

GOLD,  SILVER  OR  COPPER  COINS 
PAPER  MONEY  OF  VARIOUS  COUNTRIES 
MEDALS  OR  TOKENS  RELATING  TO 

CELEBRITIES  OR  ORGANIZATIONS? 


I Have  What  You  Want  or  Can  Get  It  For  You 

The  Largest  Stock  in  the  United  States  of 

Ancient,  Mediaeval  and  Oriental  Coins,  Etc.  South  African 
Coins.  Alexander  the  Great  Tetradrachms.  Genuine  Jewish 
Shekels  in  Copper.  Packets  of  Foreign  Coins,  Etc.  European 
Crowns  and  Thalers.  AMERICAN  COLONIAL  COINS.  UNIT- 
ED STATES  GOLD  COINS.  AMERICAN  PRIVATE  GOLD 
1830-61.  UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS.  U.  S.  COPPER 
COIN  BARGAINS.  United  States  Scrip  (U.  S.  Fractional  Cur- 
rency). Miscellaneous  Packets  of  U.  S.  Cents  and  Half  Cents. 
Isabella  Quarters,  Columbian  Half  Dollars,  Lafayette  Dollars, 
Etc.  New  Gold  Pieces  of  Alaska-Yukon  Exposition.  Scarabs, 
Ancient  Greek  Glass,  Roman  Intaglios,  Etc. 

FOK  SALP].  SEND  FOR  FREE  PAMPHLET  IF 
rXTERESTEn. 

PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALES 

I hold  large  monthly  Public  Auction  Sales  of  Coins,  Medals,  Paper  Mon- 
ey, Cut  Gems,  Books,  Curios,  Ancient  Egyptian,  Greek  and  Roman  Pottery, 
Glass,  Statuary,  Bronzes,  Beads,  Scarabs,  Jewelry,  etc.  If  interested,  send 
for  a catalogue.  Any  of  the  foregoing  expertly  catalogued  for  public  auction 
in  New'  York.  This  is  the  greatest  market.  WRITE  FOR  PARTICULARS. 

Always  Ready  To  Buy  Anythino-  In  The  Above  Lines. 


THOMAS  L.  ELDER,  32  East  23rd  Street,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


